[image: image1.jpg]



Introduction

Christie Cooney from Cork embarked on his second year in office as President of the GAA and the National Congress 2010 passed off without anything of note to report from our Club’s perspective.
At County level however, the Annual convention was a much more tumultuous affair, with John Connolly having served out his maximum permissible term of five years, the election of his successor pitted the outgoing Vice-Chairman, Seamus Coyle against relative outsider Paul Currin. An intensive campaign ensued and Paul Currin emerged victorious at convention. Having performed her County Secretarial role faultlessly for two years, our own Ailish McEntee found herself opposed by the relentless Sean McKenna in what many felt was an unnecessary challenge, and ended up on the wrong side of a closely contested ballot. Other newcomers to the top table were Vice-Chairman, Paraic Sherry, Rúnaí Cunta, Sean Murphy whilst John Connolly and John P. Graham were elected to the vacant Ulster Council representative slots.
Cormac Connolly, not satisfied with having the role probably regarded as the second most thankless job of them all, that of referee’s administrator, decided to go one better and take on surely the single most thankless task in the county, that of fixtures secretary. He performed it admirably, managing to balance being firm & applying the rules as laid down with being as flexible and as helpful to clubs as possible when possible and of course in there somewhere, managing to get a fixtures schedule completed whilst coping with the whims of the modern day County team management and national fixtures structure. At one point of the year I thought I would get to compose a sentence containing the words ‘throw’, ‘pram’ ‘out’ and ‘toys’ but alas it wasn’t to be !!
Rose McMahon continued to serve admirably on Coiste Cultúra agus Gaeilge.

County Football

Having gained promotion to Division 1 of the NFL last year, Monaghan were determined to stay there and an uncharacteristically ‘loose’ Monaghan side opened their campaign against a Cork side in Scotstown in a very open match. Debutant goalkeeper Sean O’Gorman conceded 3 goals struggling with the very physical Cork forward line in the context of the new ‘non-square ball’ rule, and in some ways probably sowed the seeds for what was one of the stories of the Championship later in the year. A single point defeat in this match was followed by a defeat in all other matches with the exception of victories over Tyrone and Derry but with all that we managed to stay in Division 1 by the skin of our teeth on scoring difference, consigning Derry and Tyrone to Division 2.
The Ulster Championship opener V Armagh was highly anticipated and in what became known in some circles as ‘keepergate’, the Monaghan management on discovering that their No 1 keeper was injured decided they could not take a chance on their No 2 keeper (Sean O’Gorman) and instead replaced him with their No 3 i.e. the full back Darren Hughes. Bizarre as it seemed, they got away with it and cast Armagh aside with ease and then cruised past Fermanagh to face Ulster kingpins Tyrone in the final. So we had the triple All-Ireland Champions in the red corner, and the challengers in the Blue corner, and amazingly Monaghan were a lot of people’s favourites to take the title. It wasn’t to be as that pressure seemed to take its toll on Monaghan, and Tyrone snuffed out Monaghan’s danger men and proved yet again why Mickey Harte is the daddy of them all in the current era. Monaghan went on to face Kildare 6 days later for a chance at a Qtr final spot but they looked like a team still shell shocked from the previous Sunday and went out without a whimper.
The surprise packet in Ulster was Down who managed to reach the All-Ireland final but alas suffered their first ever defeat at the stage of the competition against a Cork side who lifted the All-Ireland title without every really convincing anyone that they were capable of doing so. 
Tipperary overcame Kilkenny in an epic Hurling decider.
Club Team Affairs

A Team – The club executive, after careful consideration choose to appoint former player and minor manager, Gary Larkin to the position of Team Manager for the first team. The ever bashful Gary sought the assistance of Colm McMahon and Noel Melvin to make up the management team. Right from the off it was clear that they meant business and once again we knew we could rely on the commitment and dedication of this wonderful group of players that we are so lucky to have in this club. Having narrowly missed out on promotion last year after a JFL final replay, we knew we would not be far away but equally knew how difficult it can be to escape the quagmire that is Monaghan junior football.
The first match was a visit to the newly relegated Corduff and a good performance earned us a draw and copper fastened the belief that we would be there or thereabouts at the end. Further victories against Cremartin, Blackhill and Killanny had us in good looking shape as the summer months approached. A hard faught draw in Clones was followed by a single point victory over Oram and a 3 point win in Killeevan left us topping the table with the Championship opener approaching. A poor performance ending in defeat against our JFC R1 opponents Toome just over a week before the Championship date left us a bit nervy going into that encounter but ultimately it probably worked to our advantage as that Championship match ended in a 6 point victory with Club legend Paddy Kieran turning back the years with a man of the match performance to guide us home. There really is no expiry date on that dummy he has been selling for over 20 years in a Seans jersey, long may he continue to do so.
A league defeat a couple of days later to Corduff followed by a defeat at the hands of Cremartin meant we had lost 3 in the league in succession as we prepared to face Cremartin in the Championship Qtr Final. After taking a 3 point lead into the half time interval, a totally forgettable second half performance saw us lose by the minimum whilst only managing to raise a single white flag last in the second half.

It was time to pick ourselves up and try and regain some momentum in the league and we did just that with a comprehensive victory over Blackhill then a win V Killanny. We faced Killeevan in the Championship backdoor with a chance to put right the 2nd half Cremartin performance and take our place in the semi-final, but another below par performance saw us lose out to a very controversial last minute goal. Was it a square ball ? Was our keeper fouled ? Was it a free in that led to the goal ? Should we have had several frees at the other end to put the game beyond reach ? So many questions, and no doubt the referee on the day got most of them wrong but when the dust had settled we knew that we ourselves fell short on the day and Ref or no Ref, we should have put Killeevan away and the manager reminded the players that blaming the referee was not going to get us promoted and we could look back or look forward. The players made their choice, the league was still there to be won and we finished off the league sequence with victories over Clones, a w/o V Killeevan and a easy victory over Toome who to their credit travelled to fulfil the fixture when they had nothing to play for instead of leaving us to face a semi-final after 2 successive walkovers. 
Having finished top of the league on the basis of our head to head encounters with Cremartin who had the same points tally, we faced forth placed Clones at home. The best performance of the year resulted in a 1-15 to 1-06 victory and a return meeting with Cremartin who had just lost out in the JFC decider to Corduff after a replay.
A glorious sunny day welcomed the teams to the superb Ballybay facilities and it was nip and tuck all the way with little to separate the sides. Some might describe the goal by Pat Kieran as fortuitous but I’d prefer to think that he spotted the gap and anticipated that the Keeper and defender would get in each other’s way !! Well that’s what he told me so I’ll have to believe it but either ways the goal near the end of normal time put us in a commanding position but a gallant fight back by Cremartin meant the match still had to be won and a cool finish by Damien Larkin settled the gitters and our boys held their nerve to win by a single point.
Team captain Emmet McElvaney accepted the cup and made a memorable speech paying tribute to the club, it’s supporters, it’s sponsors and all who contributed to the victory.

On behalf of the club I would like to pay tribute and give thanks to the players and the management team who lead them to this victory. The first training session was on the 9th February and the manager made it clear that he was only interested in players who were in it for the long haul. They trained in the rain and snow. They ran every corner of Rossmore Park – there was nowhere to hide – the manager knew all the hiding places for some reason. They put in the effort and they got the promotion they deserved. When it came to those few final minutes in Ballybay – they had the belief, they knew they had put in the work and they knew they deserved to win, and that’s why they won.
The management team were immense. They left no stone unturned. Gary Larkin instilled in them the belief that when the chips were down they could and would win. From the 9th February to the 24th October. Colm McMahon missed one training session, he was on holidays that week. Noel Melvin’s expertise in fitness training is second to none and he too showed a commitment to this effort that was outstanding, and let’s not forget Mark Melvin – definitely the best water boy in the country.

Noel Clerkin as always looked after the First Aid requirements with his usual calm air of reassurance and expertise. Brendan Finan and Aisling Keenan similarly catered for the First Aid requirements of the team when called upon with a heart and a half. So after having the dubious duty of reporting on the relegation path from senior all the way to junior during my term as secretary, finally, finally finally, I get to report on a promotion season. Please forgive me if this section was long winded, but I’ve been waiting for a long time.

B & C Teams –The B & C teams were jointly managed this year by David Treanor and Enda Murphy and competed in RFL Div 3 & 4 respectively. Both teams got their campaigns underway in early March with the B team losing out to Aughnamullen and the C team losing to Castleblaney, both by 2 point margins. The B team then suffered defeat to Emyvale by a similar margin, further defeats at the hands of Scotstown and Oram, then victories over Killeevan and Truagh before losing to Clontibret left them finishing in a mid-table position.
The C team got off the mark with a drawn match V Aghabog but then lost to Rockcorry. Two victories against Fergal O Hanlons and Killanny before losing to Blackhill and Toome resigned these lads to a mid-table position also.
In the Crawley Cup however an exciting run to the Semi-final ensued. A draw V Killeevan in the first round match in Newbliss was followed by a narrow victory at home, then in a hard hitting but entertaining encounter in Scotstown, our boys came out on the right side of 1-7 to 2-5 scoreline. The Semi-final against Castleblaney was a tight affair and it took extra time to separate the sides, Castleblaney coming out on top by a single point.
I would like to thank Enda & David for their efforts with these teams and Aisling Keenan who did the first aid. 

As the year progressed it became more difficult to field a third team and indeed for one match late in the year the field was graced by some people who we thought we would never see donning the Saffron jersey again, and but for an untimely leg injury I too might have got the chance to fulfil a lifelong ambition. Whilst we appreciate these lads answering the call so as not to have to concede matches, we would appear to have reached a point whereby the third team project would seem to have run its course. With a glut of numbers of a certain age a few years ago it was very right to introduce a third team, however numbers have now reduced to the extent that we can accommodate anyone who wants to play football within our first and second teams and indeed at times this year it would have been difficult for the casual observer to differentiate between the makeup of the B & C teams aside from a few players. This is obviously a decision for the incoming Executive but in anticipation of that decision based on this year’s experience, I would like to say a sincere word of thanks to everyone who played with or helped out with the C teams over the past 10 years. They provided some great entertainment and at times some not inconsiderable revenue to the various concerns that make up this club. Thank you everyone.
Juvenile Affairs

Enda Murphy chaired the juvenile committee and once again Nigel Lynch took on the mantle of Secretary. Nigel will give a full report on Juvenile affairs later on so I will not attempt to steal his thunder by summarising the years events here but I would like to extend our sincere thanks to Elco Oils for their sponsorship of the Juvenile coaching program culminating in the Sports day showpiece and to the many people who give of their time to coach our juveniles from the tender ages of 7 & 8 on Saturday mornings and Wednesday evenings to those involved with running juvenile teams throughout the age groups. 
Caterers & Helpers

Mary Keogh once again took on the role of organising the catering for various events and after matches and I would like to say a sincere work of thanks to her and all her helpers for performing this vital role in the club with the minimum of fuss. Everyone’s efforts in this regard are truly appreciated.

Grounds men and Odd Jobbers

I would like to express the Club’s gratitude for the volunteers who take on and do the many jobs that need doing around the place. From Noel McElvaney who cuts the grass around the grounds to Seamus Mulligan who with Gerry Lynch organises the other jobs that need doing. This year with funds getting ever tighter, the Club executive took the decision not to continue with the services of Jimmy McCann and instead to take on the tasks of setting up chairs for Bingo on a rota basis with the members of the executive organising teams of helpers to assist them to set up the chairs for their allocated month. I would like to thank all those to helped out on various teams on that and many other tasks. Just as a footnote to this section, I would like to acknowledge and thank the players, who on many occasions helped out in this task and clearing up after events. Not many clubs have players who willingly row in behind and help out on jobs like this. I would like to express the appreciation of the club to Jimmy McCann for his service over the years and to the current FAS workers for their help.
Finance

The club Treasurer, Cyril Kieran will give a report on the financial affairs of the club. I would like to thank our patrons who support our club in so many ways, including our Totto players, our Bingo goers, our Club lounge customers, all of those who attend matches and all those who help organise or support the various fundraising venture that are undertaken throughout the year.
The Bingo is coordinated by Brian Sheridan his Bingo callers, Benny Kieran, Ciaran McEntee and Ciara McEntee, as well as his regular crew of helpers which include , Mary Sheridan, Rose McMahon, PJ Murphy, Seamus Mulligan, Mick McElvaney, Ailish McEntee, Fergal McQuillan, Francie Murphy, David Treanor, Gerry Lynch, Paul Kelly, Peter Sherry, Nigel Lynch, Danny Clerkin, Sean Murphy, Cormac Connolly, Philipa Connolly and Bernard Clerkin, not forgetting all the others who help out when required.
The weekly Totto is vital to helping toward our running costs and I would like to thank Cyril Kieran, the Totto coordinator as well as Ailish McEntee who organises the draw every week as well as all the others who sell and buy Tottos.

This year we ran a ‘live’ horse racing fundraiser as part of the Sports festival weekend to assist in the  effort for funding juvenile teams as well as an Auction which was run in recent weeks. The people who helped out and supported with both these fundraisers are too numerous to mention individually so I would like to say a huge thank you to you all.
Finally I would like to thank our main sponsors, Elco Oils for their very generous sponsorship over many years and acknowledge and thank McElvaney Waste & Recycling for taking over the sponsorship for the coming year. Our thanks also to Togan Transport for their sponsorship.

Cultural

Michael McMahon took up the mantle of Officer for Irish Language and Culture and certainly did not let the grass grow under his feet as he got Set Dancing and Ceilí Dancing classes up and running in a bid to harness the abundance of talent we have in the parish and mould them into the Scor competitors of the future. The Set Dancing is taken by Therese Brennan and the Ceilí Dancing by Edel & Michelle Mulligan all of whom I would like to thank sincerely.
In the Scór Sinsear early in the year, we were represented in all bar a couple of categories and whilst we did not manage to win through to the Ulster qualifiers, we had some very credible performances and this is surely something we can build on for the coming year.

In recent weeks we competed in the Ceilí Dancing, Solo Singing, Recitation, Instrumental, and Question Time categories in the Scór Spraoí, which is limited to children attending National School. The performances were terrific and great credit should be given to these children who show such confidence and courage to perform on stage at such a tender age. We won the Ceilí Dancing category and finished second in Instrumental and Question Time. The winning Ceilí Dancers are recent graduates from the Mulligan sisters local school of dancing and have since competed in the Scór na nÓg semi final and are through to the final which takes place tomorrow in Ardaghy at 2pm.

Development

This year we completed the tender process for the foundations of the stand and the lowest tender was Pat Brady. As you are all aware, we were granted a provision grant allocation of €150,000 a couple of years ago with an additional Clár top up of €30,000 and although in the current difficult times we cannot take it for granted that the  money will come our way but in order to give ourselves every chance of getting this money we have maintained continuing contact with the department. Grant allocations are designed around getting the allocation against the entire project and in the current difficult times, funding this project in a single hit would be very ambitious so we have requested from the department that they grant us the funding on such a basis that we could approach the project in 4 phases. Phase I would be the foundation, Phase II the Structural Steel work, Phase III the masonry work and Phase IV being the finishing out.

They have requested in turn that we get a Fire Cert for the entire project before they will consider allowing us to proceed on any phase. This involves us finalising the final layout before applying for the Fire Cert as we will not be able to make any layout changes thereafter.  This is in the process of being done and hopefully we will get the permission to proceed as outlined here and retain the grant allocation which will make the project very achievable. It is hoped we will finally get to start construction on the foundation in the first half of next year. Whilst we are working on the background issues, Cyril is saving the €€€’s so we will have the money to proceed when we get the all clear.
Last year I reported that we were in the midst of applying for a Fire Cert for the Complex. I am pleased to report that the Fire Cert was granted by Monaghan Co Council Fire Department. This was due to a fantastic effort made by Damien Larkin & Emmet McElvaney whose respective talents thankfully extend well beyond the field of play. There are some conditions attached to the Cert which will require us to have the Fire System, the Electrical and Lighting systems certified. This will involve some additional expense and effort but it must be done and will have to be completed in the early part of next year.
Dinner Dance & Jubilee Rose
This year we once again held our annual Dinner Dance in our Complex. It was purposely organised as a low key event with a recession proof admission fee. A well-attended event proved to be very enjoyable with a good turnout from a wide cross section of our club and community. 
In recent weeks a Jubilee Rose event was organised to select a rose to represent the club at events associated with our Jubilee celebrations next year. Nominations were invited for suitable candidates and a pageant was held loosely modelled on the Rose of Tralee format. A very enjoyable night was had by all and whilst any of the candidates would have been very worthy of the Jubilee Rose title, there had to be a winner and Laura Kearns was selected by the adjudicators. We would like to wish Laura well in her role in the year ahead and show our appreciation to all the girls who agreed to put themselves forward and participate in this event. A special thanks too to all who helped with the arrangements for the event and to the many sponsors.
The Sports Festival Weekend
The club executive this year took the decision to move the Sports Festival away from its traditional August Bank Holiday weekend and instead hold it over the June bank holiday weekend. The main reasons behind this decision was the fact that the August date is now the annual date for the All-Ireland football Qtr finals and we had been relying on our club workers to forego the opportunity to attend these matches and on the odd occasions when our own county is involved we tend only to have a week’s notice to rearrange things. Whilst the June weekend also offers the chance of a clash with a Monaghan Championship match, we would tend to have more notice of such a clash and have time to arrange things accordingly.
To the events of the weekend themselves and proceedings were kicked off with a table quiz on the Friday night which was well attended. On the Saturday evening a fundraiser was held in aid of juveniles based on the ‘live’ horse racing model but in an outside setting. There was a disappointing turnout from parents but nonetheless it was an enjoyable evening. As Monaghan were playing on the Sunday, the Sports day took place on the Bank Holiday Monday and once again it was a very good, family orientated day with lots of events and side shows in place. The Treasure Hunt was deferred until the following Saturday evening and once again was well attended.
Club Lounge

Cormac Connolly continues to manage the Club Lounge with his characteristic reliability and courteous manner. I would like to thank him and the other regular Bar Staffers, Philipa Connolly, Pat Kieran and Emmet Connolly as well as all the others who help out now and again.

To the patrons of the Club Lounge, I would like to say a huge thank you and also to those who choose to hold parties and events of any kind there.

Refereeing
Stephen Hagan continued his steady climb up the ranks on the Reiteorí ladder and is widely regarded as one of the best new referees in the county. We hope that next year he continues to develop and get the matches he deserves to continue that development. We thank Stephen for representing the club in this way. It is very important that Stephen has umpires available to bring with him and so we thank all those who make themselves available to do this job. 
Sympathy

This year, our club lost a former playing and managerial great in the form of Eddie McCarron. Eddie was one of the club’s key players in the early days of the club’s existence and he played in many successful teams in the 60’s. Eddie then assumed the manager’s role and the qualities that made him a great player were evident in his teams as he guided them to multiple honours including the junior double in 1977. Eddie was a great character and will be sadly missed.

The club would like to express its sympathy to the families and friends of all those who were bereaved during the past year. Mass will be offered in St Mary’s Church, Threemilehouse, on Sunday 2nd January 2011 at 11am for all the living and deceased members of the club.

 In appreciation

On behalf of the club I would like to thank the following, who may not have been covered already:-
· The members of the Executive Committee..

· Team mentors and coaches at all levels.

· Parents who support their children and their coaches and the club.

· Those who wash Football Kits.

· Those who do linesmen and umpires and gates at matches.

· The teachers in St Michael’s and St Mary’s National Schools for promoting our games.

· The workers from FAS.

· The Priests of the parish for their constant support.

· All club members and supporters.

· All those who turn up and help out when required.

Over the past 6 years as secretary and for a couple of years before that as a member of the executive committee, it has been an absolute pleasure to serve this great club and I have relished virtually every moment and will treasure the memories I have of that time forever. I have had the pleasure of working with some truly dedicated and inspiring people and whilst I realise that’s it’s probably unwise to single out individuals for special mention, I don’t think anyone should take offence if I say a special thank you to Danny Clerkin, Gerry Lynch, Cormac Connolly and of course Seamus Mulligan who in my opinion embody everything that this great club stands for and who I had the great pleasure of working with, very closely over that time. There have been many others who I respect equally and I would like to thank them and everyone else who has helped me and all those who kindly agreed to take on tasks when asked to do so. 
I would dearly love to continue in this role indefinitely but due to work commitments and having to spend more and more time away from home as a result of that, it is no longer possible for me to continue in this role. I would like to say also a special word of thanks to my wife Margot and to Aoife Orlaith & Joe for their help and their patience especially during those many times when they probably felt they were further down my list of priorities than they should have been. 
Being secretary of a club like this is a very worthwhile endeavour and I would like to encourage any of you to give consideration to allowing your name to go forward for the role. It’s not a difficult job and the pleasure to be derived from it completely outweighs any work attached to the role.

In Conclusion

As this club prepares to celebrate its 50th birthday we can look back with pride on what we have achieved in that relatively short period of time. We have facilities which are the envy of most clubs in the country. We are recognised by the highest authorities in the GAA hierarchy as being one of the most progressive clubs in the country. We got to where we are through the dedication and leadership of so many great people over many years. We can look forward to next year when we will get the opportunity to look back and reflect on what has been achieved with pride. 
But what makes this cub really great ? It is not the facilities we have built. It is the people who built them. It is the fact that our players will help put out the chairs for Bingo. It’s the fact that our U16s will do floor service during functions in the hall. It’s the fact that in looking back at the last 50 years we won’t forget to look forward to the next 50. If we can do that and take all our people with us, and that’s the important bit, then we will always be the best club there is.

Is Mise,

Seán MacGiolla Mheanna.

An Rúnaí,

CLG Seán MacDiarmada.
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